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MEDIA RELEASE

Proposed copyright amendments welcome but insufficient
Canberra, 23" December 2015

EFA welcomes today’s release by the Department of Communications of an exposure draft

of proposed amendments to the Copyright Act that seeks to address a number of important

weaknesses in the current law relating particularly to the educational, library and archives
sectors. In particular, EFA welcomes the proposed extension in the safe harbour provisions,
as we called for earlier this month.

EFA is however disappointed that the government continues to avoid meaningful progress
on the introduction of a broad flexible fair use provision, as was recommended by the
Australian Law Reform Commission in their November 2013 report on Copyright and the

Digital Economy.

A broad flexible fair use exception is a well-overdue reform that is critical to ensuring
Australia is able to benefit fully from digital innovation by introducing much-needed
flexibility within the law that will allow new technologies and services to be developed and
brought to market in Australia.

As EFA Chair David Cake said recently, “Australia’s Copyright Act is outdated and no longer
fit for purpose in the digital age. A broad flexible fair use exception is central to copyright
law in the United States, Singapore, Israel and other nations that are leading the world in
digital innovation. If the government is serious about digital innovation, they need to move
to implement fair use...without further delay.”

About EFA
Established in January 1994, Electronic Frontiers Australia (EFA) is a national, membership-
based non-profit organisation representing Internet users concerned with digital freedoms
and rights.

EFA is independent of government and commerce, and is funded by membership
subscriptions and donations from individuals and organisations with an altruistic interest in
promoting civil liberties in the digital context. EFA members and supporters come from all
parts of Australia and from diverse backgrounds.

EFA’s major objectives are to protect and promote the civil liberties of users of digital
communications systems (such as the Internet) and of those affected by their use and to
educate the community at large about the social, political and civil liberties issues involved
in the use of digital communications systems.

EFA Media Contact
Jon Lawrence — Executive Officer
0414 669 787 media@efa.org.au

of1

ABN 35 050159 188

AUSTRALIA Web www.efa.org.au Email email@efa.org.au

Australia’s leading voice for digital rights since 1994


https://www.communications.gov.au/have-your-say/updating-australias-copyright-laws
https://www.communications.gov.au/have-your-say/updating-australias-copyright-laws
https://www.efa.org.au/2015/12/09/innovation-copyright-reform/
http://www.alrc.gov.au/inquiries/copyright-and-digital-economy
http://www.alrc.gov.au/inquiries/copyright-and-digital-economy

